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	Higher Education System of Cyprus

Cyprus is a member country in the Bologna Process and its higher education system is aligned with the objectives set by this Process.  Higher Education in Cyprus is provided by different types of state and private institutions at university and non university level.

1.  University Institutions:

In Cyprus, there are both public and private universities which are autonomous institutions.  Public universities have legal power to develop their own courses, and award their own degrees whereas private universities are granted licence to operate for a probationary period of 4 years with specific schools and programmes.  During this period any new programmes should be submitted to the Evaluation Committee for Private Universities for approval (www.ecpu.ac.cy).

a.  Academic Qualifications:

The programmes of study at the Universities in Cyprus are based on three distinct cycles in accordance with Bologna, which lead to the award of Ptychio (first cycle), Masters (second cycle) and Doctorate (third cycle).

The first cycle programme consists of four academic years of full time study (240 ECTS).  In parallel to attending a first cycle programme, a student may enroll in a minor programme consisting of 60 ECTS.  A minor programme may be completed within the normal duration of the first cycle programme, provided that the student will be in a position to undertake a heavier workload and given that some courses could count both towards the minor and the major programmes of studies.

The second cycle programme (Masters), at universities, consists of three to four semesters of full time study (90-120 ECTS), and leads to the award of a Magister Artium Degree or Magister Scientae Degree.  A thesis is not an obligatory component of second cycle programmes.  In case there is a thesis, the workload corresponding to it cannot be more than half of the overall workload of the programme.

The third cycle programme (Doctorate) (duration: 4 - 8 academic years) leads to the award of a Didactoriko Diploma.  A Doctorate programme consists of postgraduate courses corresponding to at least 60 ECTS, a comprehensive examination, presentation of a research proposal to a three-member Committee, and the defense of an original research Thesis before a five-member Examination Committee which includes at least one external member.
b.  Admission Requirements:

The Apolyterion (School Leaving Certificate) or equivalent qualification is a prerequisite for access to a first cycle programme at universities in Cyprus.

Admission to state universities, of the conventional type, is granted upon success in the competitive entrance examinations, the Pancyprian Examinations, which are used to rank candidates.  Admission of special categories of students, is granted through special University procedures on the basis of social, economic and other criteria.  Knowledge of the language of instruction is also a criterion (Greek and Turkish which are the official languages of the Republic and English and French etc in certain departments).
Admission to private universities is granted upon the submission of a relevant application and the fulfillment of criteria set by each university institution.  The language of instruction for the majority of the programmes of study offered at Private Universities is English.
Admission to a minor programme and/or transfer from another university-level institution is granted through internal procedures of the university and the Departments offering the programmes.
The minimum qualification for admission to a second cycle (Masters) is a Ptychio or Bachelor or equivalent qualification.

The minimum qualification for admission to a third cycle programme is a Ptychio or  Masters or equivalent qualification. A doctorate student who has a Masters or equivalent degree may be partially or fully exempted from the required courses.

2.  Non University Institutions:

a.  State Institutions of Higher Education:
They offer vocational programmes of study (Short cycle programmes) which lead to the following qualifications: Certificate (1 academic year), Diploma (2 academic years), and Higher Diploma (3 academic years) and Postgraduate Diploma (1 academic year). 

b.  Private Institutions of Higher Education:

They offer programmes of study at the undergraduate (first cycle) and postgraduate level (second cycle) as described in paragraph 1 (a) as well as short cycle programmes of study as described in paragraph 2 (a).  The language of instruction is English for the majority of the programmes of study offered. 

Admission Requirements:

The Apolyterion or equivalent qualification is a prerequisite for access to the programmes offered by institutions of higher education. Admission to State Higher Education Institutions is granted upon success in the Pancyprian Examinations.

Recognition:

The Cyprus Council for the Recognition of Higher Education Qualifications (Kypriako Symvoulio Anagnorisis Titlon Spoudon, KY.S.A.T.S.) recognizes the equivalence, or equivalence-correspondence for first cycle titles, or just equivalence for postgraduate titles (second or third cycle).  KYSATS may also recognize joint degrees (www.kysats.ac.cy)

Quality Assurance:

The competent body for quality assurance and accreditation of the programmes offered by Private Institutions of Higher Education is the Council for Educational Evaluation-Accreditation (Symvoulio Ekpedeftikis Axiologisis Pistopiisis, S.E.K.A.P), which is a member of ENQA.  Accredited programmes of study are listed at:  http://www.moec.gov.cy/sekap/pdf/evaluation_college.pdf

First and Second Cycle Programmes offered by Private Institutions of Higher Education which are accredited by S.EK.A.P. are also recognised by the Cyprus Council for the Recognition of Academic Qualifications (KY.S.A.T.S.), as equivalent to the corresponding qualifications awarded by university level institutions.

The Evaluation Committee of Private Universities (ECPU) is the competent authority, stipulated by the Law for the examination of the applications for the establishment and operation of Private Universities in the Republic of Cyprus. The ECPU has the authority to appoint teams of experts to examine certain aspects concerning an application, but the final decision lies with the Committee.

The Council of Ministers has approved the establishment of a National Quality Assurance and Accreditation Agency aiming at the promotion of quality assurance in both the public and the private institutions of higher education, in line with the Berlin Communiqué, the ENQA Standards and Guidelines on QA, as accepted by the Bergen Communiqué and the Agreement on Quality Assurance in the EU. 

Further information regarding higher education in Cyprus may be accessed at www.highereducation.ac.cy.
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Nursery   1 - 2 years  

Preschool   1 year  

Op tional Education    

Private provision    

State provision    

Both state and private provision    

Primary School   6 years  

Private Secondary  Education   6 - 7 years  

Mandatory Education    

Partially Mandatory       

Lower Secondary  Education   (Gymnasium)   3  years  

Upper Secondary  Technical  and  Vocational Education   (Technical School)    3 years   -   Apolyterion  

State Higher Education Institutions (university)   (University of Cyprus, Open University of Cyprus, Cyprus University of  Tec hnology)    

1 st  Cycle   4 years  –  240  ECTS   Ptychio  

2 nd   Cycle   90  -  120  ECTS   Magister    Artium/Scientiae   (Masters)  

3 rd  Cycle   3 - 8 years   Doctorate   

Upper Secondary  General Education   (Lyceum)  3 years  -   Apolyterion  

State Institutions of Higher  Education (non - university)    (1 - 3 years)    Diploma/Certificate    

Higher Technical Institute (non - university)   (Basic higher education  degree  –  3 years)   Diploma  (180 ECTS)    

Private Institutions of Higher Education (non - university), accredited programs by the Cyprus Council  of Educational Evaluatio n - Accreditation (SEKAP)      

Vocational/academic programmes    Certificate  (1 year),  Diploma  (2 years),  Higher Diploma  (3 years)  

1 st   Cycle     4 years   Bachelors Degree   2 nd  Cycle   1 - 2 years   Masters Degree  

Structure of the Education System of Cyprus  

Private Universities               

 

1 st  Cycle   4 years  –  240  ECTS   Bachelor  Degree  

     

 

2 nd   Cycle   90  -  120  ECTS   Master  

    

 

3 rd  Cycle   3 - 8 years   Doctorate  

*  

Mediterranean  Institute of  Management  (M.I.M.)   Postgraduate  Diploma  



















































































